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!ts about pride in the workmanship,
It wasn't just a job.”

~ Syd, Fourth generation Football-maker
and descendant of T.W. Sherrin
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SPARK FAMILY NIGHT

SPARK Family Night, the final major event of the
festival, took place in the spacious, shed-like
structure of Seaworks, a popular Williamstown
venue with its own pier, museum and tavern.

Produced by Art & Industry Festival Artistic
Director Donna Jackson, SPARK was attended
by an estimated 2,000 people and included a
wide variety of entertainment and participatory
events such as fireworks, car crushing,
sideshows, food stalls and music.

SPARK Family Night 2016:
Entrance to Seaworks featuring work HgyaMartin fabricated by Tony Mead
Photo: Lindy Allen






THE PROJECT

SPARK aimed to provide old-style family fun that would
entertain diverse audiences and celebrate the unique
iIndustrially-focused culture of the local area. SPARK was
carefully curated to move people away from passive
consumption of mass culture towards absorbing interesting
true stories and experiences of the history and heritage of
Hobsons Bay.

Over 18 months, 14 local artists engaged with more than 70
community participants to develop new work for this unique
space. Some artists delivered workshops in two local schools
to produce shadow puppet plays which were presented Iin
sideshow tents. Others delivered independent projects, one Iin
a shipping container, one in a prime-mover truck cabin and
one in the Maritime Museum within the Seaworks complex.
Artists whose work featured elsewhere in the festival installed
their work here. Collaborations with industry produced events
such as car crushing, crane directing demonstrations, furniture
making, wood block printing, rope making and sign writing.

SPARK Family Night 2016:
Visitors enjoy Shadow Puppet Shows
Photo: Lindy Allen
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It was important with this first iteration of Art & Industry to
firmly establish a working model for deep engagement with
local artists and businesses willing to collaborate to
generate authentic site-specific experiences. Inspired by the
Royal Melbourne Show, SPARK offered a place where kids
could roam safely under the watchful eye of parents who
could chat with neighbours while enjoying food and
beverages. High level planning was needed to balance the
edgy ambience of the venue and an adventurous and
exciting program with safety and comfort for families.

The program was curated to deliver activities that had both
stadium appeal and an underlying message. Car crushing
showcased the exciting power of industry, while reminding
audiences of the role of industrial-scale recycling. CFMEU

trainer Andy Duff demonstrated the complex art of hand
signaling, known as Sdoggings§,
forward along the dock to within a few feet of the audience

In this way stressing the importance of safe work practices.

SPARK Family Night 2016:
The Big Front
Photo: Lindy Allen






