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SPARK FAMILY NIGHT

SPARK Family Night, the final major event of the
festival, took place in the spacious, shed-like
structure of Seaworks, a popular Williamstown
venue with its own pier, museum and tavern.
Produced by Art & Industry Festival Artistic
Director Donna Jackson, SPARK was attended
by an estimated 2,000 people and included a
wide variety of entertainment and participatory
events such as fireworks, car crushing,
sideshows, food stalls and music.

SPARK Family Night 2016:
Entrance to Seaworks featuring work by Zoya Martin fabricated by Tony Mead
Photo: Lindy Allen

THE PROJECT
SPARK aimed to provide old-style family fun that would
entertain diverse audiences and celebrate the unique
industrially-focused culture of the local area. SPARK was
carefully curated to move people away from passive
consumption of mass culture towards absorbing interesting
true stories and experiences of the history and heritage of
Hobsons Bay.
Over 18 months, 14 local artists engaged with more than 70
community participants to develop new work for this unique
space. Some artists delivered workshops in two local schools
to produce shadow puppet plays which were presented in
sideshow tents. Others delivered independent projects, one in
a shipping container, one in a prime-mover truck cabin and
one in the Maritime Museum within the Seaworks complex.
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such as car crushing, crane directing demonstrations, furniture
making, wood block printing, rope making and sign writing.
SPARK Family Night 2016:
Visitors enjoy Shadow Puppet Shows
Photo: Lindy Allen

CREATIVE EVALUATION

It was important with this first iteration of Art & Industry to
firmly establish a working model for deep engagement with
local artists and businesses willing to collaborate to
generate authentic site-specific experiences. Inspired by the
Royal Melbourne Show, SPARK offered a place where kids
could roam safely under the watchful eye of parents who
could chat with neighbours while enjoying food and
beverages. High level planning was needed to balance the
edgy ambience of the venue and an adventurous and
exciting program with safety and comfort for families.
The program was curated to deliver activities that had both
stadium appeal and an underlying message. Car crushing
showcased the exciting power of industry, while reminding
audiences of the role of industrial-scale recycling. CFMEU
trainer Andy Duff demonstrated the complex art of hand
signaling, known as ‘dogging’, by directing a crane to move
forward along the dock to within a few feet of the audience
in this way stressing the importance of safe work practices.
SPARK Family Night 2016:
The Big Front
Photo: Lindy Allen

Shadow puppets were chosen as an effective way of
engaging young students in undertaking research and
creating stories about the heritage of their own
communities, using familiar landmarks. Artist Emma Pryse
collaborated with Megan Slattery and Anna MacNeill
working with students from Laverton P-12 College to
create four different shadow puppet shows about the
Altona Water Treatment Plant, the Truganina Explosives
Reserve, the Qenos Polymer Factory and the Mobil Plant.
Artists David Murphy and Penny Baron worked with
students from Spotswood Primary School to create 4
shadow puppet shows based on industrial history including
a story about Blunt’s boat-building yards and another
about the Beal’s soap factory, which is now a family home.

SPARK Family Night 2016:
Shadow Puppet Show by Spotswood Primary School
Photo: Lindy Allen

In presenting home-grown entertainment, Donna was
conscious the offer had to be sweetened with popular
elements, such as fireworks and aerial performers, which
could attract a solid turnout of local families who may not be
interested in ‘art’ but were interested in having a good time.
Another important success factor in presenting local culture
was being able to tap into the considerable talent and
experience present in the West. “A local school like
Spotswood Primary has the untapped resource of two
parents with strong performing careers who are already
deeply committed to the school and to the area. These
artists are not there for just one event, they understand the
importance of building value for the longer term.”
Donna Jackson collaborated with Lighting Designer Phil
Lethlean, Operations Manager Kelly Harrington, the CFMEU
Education and Training Unit, and local businesses including
Industrial Art, Quazi Design and misc.
SPARK Family Night 2016:
Fireworks
Photo: Lindy Allen

THE IMPACT OF THE PROJECT

Impact on Audiences
An estimated 2,000 people attended between 6:30 and
10:00pm and responses were overwhelmingly positive. Parents
enjoyed sitting near the stage and watching older children
dance to the band Big Front, while they minded younger
children or talked to friends. Parents commented on how
excited their children were to be playing the local sport of
Trugo, learning how to make rope, making a wood block print
and watching a sign-writer at work.
Other responses positively affirmed these HBCC objectives:
Raising the profile of the city’s industrial sector

“What a backdrop, the city, the boats, everything right on our
doorstep. I hope it makes the whole of Hobsons Bay feel proud
of our industrial background and that it brings us together in
pride at what we can do.”
Vicki Passmore, Hobsons Bay resident

Artist and sign-writer Tony Mead
Photo: Lindy Allen

Impact on Audiences [con]
Community engagement
“It was fabulous fun. The band was a winner. The fireworks and
all the stalls were really interesting.”
Monica McCormack, Altona resident

“I loved the aerial performance with the backdrop of the
Williamstown wharf. My children are 14 and 12 and it’s really hard
to engage kids of that age but they really enjoyed wandering
around and taking part. The kids’ enthusiasm in telling the stories
in the shadow puppet plays was great.”
Pauline Hobbs, Manager, Seaworks

“It’s a great accomplishment, a very appropriate reflection of this
area. I enjoyed the film about the tug boat in the shipping
container.”
Vin Maskell, Williamstown resident
SPARK Family Night 2016:
Strange Fruit Aerial Performance
Photo: Lindy Allen

Impact on Artists and Participants
Community and business engagement:
“People were impressed that this was an event for them, for
their area. They took ownership of it very quickly, they related
to it.”
Tony Mead , artist and signwriting demonstration at SPARK

“I connected to a lot of other businesses and a customer base
through our involvement. People are wrapped about the focus
on quality trades that are almost lost and have said this is the
right time for the festival.”
Shane Paton, furniture designer, Quazi Design and spark-maker at SPARK

“We have such a lively artistic community just needing an
outlet. I had great response from young and old but the kids
knocked me out. They were so absorbed and excited.”
Lin Tobias, Artist, wood block print-making demonstration at SPARK
SPARK Family Night 2016:
Artist Lin Tobias demonstrates wood-block printing
Photo: Lindy Allen

Impact on Artists and Participants [con]
Raising the profile of the city’s industrial sector:
“We use our hands when we are in view of the crane operator
because there is a lot of noise on sites. It’s important to make
the broader community aware of what we’re doing at our
training unit. We have make sure young people get the right
training so they are safe in the work environment. Some of
our apprentices are here tonight and it’s fantastic to see how
much they’ve progressed. Seeing the kids succeed like this is
so rewarding.”
Andy Duff, CFMEU Education & Training Unit, ‘Dogging’ demonstration at SPARK

“I didn’t know how interested people would be in a story about
someone who works on a tugboat but about 500 people saw
the film at SPARK and seemed really enthusiastic –
community engagement was really important to me. It drew a
different crowd. I worked with men on my project and there
were a lot of men engaged with the film and in the audience
and that was great.”
Heather Vanheerwaarden, Film-maker ‘Sealegs’

Andy Duff, photo Lindy Allen
Crane, photo Jenny Dunn

Impact on Artists and Participants [con]
Raising the profile of the city’s industrial sector:
“I wanted to provide some insights into the lives of truckers
so people could hear rich stories and learn what life is like for
trucking families. I set up the cabin as a personal space with
photos, a newspaper and a lunch box and the stories looped
through the cabin. Adults and children enjoyed staying in the
cabin, listening and being the space.
“The industrial environment of Seaworks gave the whole
thing authenticity, people felt they were actually in a working
truck. People who move into the West sometimes protest
about truck traffic, they don’t think about how things get
carted around. This was an opportunity to help them
understand a little more about what they were protesting
about.”
Di Cunningham, artist, ‘Trucker Tales’
SPARK Family Night 2016:
Driver emerging from truck
Photo: Lindy Allen

Impact on Shadow Puppet Students: Laverton P-12 College
Over three months, 46 students and 3 teachers worked with
Emma Pryse and her 2 collaborating artists researching local
industry, writing stories for 4 different shadow puppet plays
based on this research and making the puppets. On the night,
13 students were involved in the presentation of a total of 12
performances, each 10 minutes long. In a post-event
discussion with the students Emma explored how effective
shadow puppetry had been in a teaching environment.
As a learning tool: “It was fun, better than writing, because you
feel more confident behind the screen. I enjoyed it a lot.”
As a way of engaging students in their own local area:
“I realised that a lot of poo passes underneath my house.”
As a way of building confidence and working as part of a team:
“I found out that I was good at talking to the audience.”
“I liked working together in my group.”
“It was fun.
SPARK Family Night 2016:
Emma Pryse with students from Laverton P-12 College
Photo: Lindy Allen

“While the festival’s opening event, IF: Industrial Fashion
was focused on introducing the general population to the
idea of celebrating the unique industrially-focused cultural life
of the West, SPARK family night was very much about
engaging local families. I’m really happy about those two
events in terms of different methods for getting people to
think about art and industry.”
Donna Jackson, Artistic Director, Art & Industry Festival
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SPARK Family Night 2016:
Spark-maker Rob Mancini
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